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Cypher/OTP DEPART2N AL No.2.

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Duff Cooper
No. 182 .SAVING
25th July, 1947 R: 5.25 p.m. 26th July, 1947

Repeated to Bogota No. 3 (In Cyfpher).

SECRET.

My telegram No. 729; President Warfield.

Colombian Counsellor yesterday informed His
Majesty's Minister that he was about to protest
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that not only
had the Colombian Embassy's communiqu of the 23rd
July been ignored by French press, but that French
official sources were still encouraging idea that
Jews could, if they wished, proceed from France
to Colombia.

2. Colombian Embassy were pursuing
investigations of forged letter from their Consul
at Marseilles to the Prefect of the Bouches du
Rh8ne. The Prefecture had so far refused to show
them the original document. Colombians were also
investigating whether Prefect issued not merely
exit visas, but also travel documents.

3. Ministry of Foreign Affairs had rejected
Colombian :Embassy's floral request that French
Government should prosecute the Jewish organisation
responsible for forgeries. Ministry suggested that
the Embassy should themselves prosecute, and Embassy
are now collecting necessary evidence for the
purpose

4. M. Bousquet of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs subsequently said that supporting action
would be taken by the French Government but it was
by no means clear what form this would take.

R'ECEVED IN G.B.

2 8JUL1947
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Cypher OT? DEPATINTAL No. 2

FM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFIC

Mr. Duff Cooper
No. 753 D. 2.05 p.m. 26th July 192,.7.

26th July 191.7. R. 3.20 p.en. 26th July 1947.

Repeated to Jerusalem
Commander4iuhief Mediterranean
Marseilles

MOT TDATE rrrrrr

Foreign Office please repeat Most Immediate to Jerusalem
as my telegram No. 21 and Most Immediate to Commander-in-Chief
Mediterranean.

Sert.

My telegram No. 750.

President Warfield.

Ty immediately following telegram contains draft
instructions we have prepared for His Majesty's Consul-
General Marseilles.

2. If you approve please arrange for similar instructions
to be sent to Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean and let us know
immediately.

3. We shall press French to agree to deletion from
GOmmunigud1of words "will not force them to disembark but" or
failing that to have no coammiqua at all, but we are not
sanguine of success.

,. AAs it will be extremely difficult, if not impossible,
to prevent Committee representatives speaking to passengers
on lines of the couurmiqu$ once ships have arrived we suggest
that substance of the comamuniqu, stressing French offer of
hospitality, should be disseminated among passengers at once
in order to encourage them to land. May convey be instructed
accordingly?

5. Please inform us who is the senior British officer
in charge of the refugees, in what ship he is travelling, and
any relevant details about British formation in charge of
convey and refugees. We consider it important that His
Majesty' s Consul General should be able to discuss plans with
senior British officer before disembarkation operation begins.

iest arrangement would be for one of escorting ships to carry

hiM

b Jun 1947
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cypher/fP DEPARTME'N'AL NO.2.

OMPAISTO FOR UOFILL

Mr. Duff Cooper D. 2.40 p.m. 26th July 1947
Nqo . 764R. 35.5 p.m. 26th July 1947

26th July 1947
Repeated to Jerusalem

Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean
Marseilles

c Q c c 0 0

My immediately preceding telegram: President Warfield.

Following are draft instructions to His Majesty's
Consul General at Marseilles.

You are responsible

(a) For representing His Majesty's Government on the

committee to be set up by the Prefect of the Bouches du Rhone.

(b) For ensuring liaison between the French and British

authorities concerned; for this purpose you should make the

earliest possible contact with the Senior British Officer
in charge of the refugees.

(c) For advising the Senior British Officer in the

light of the local situation.

2. The object to be achieved is to ensure the

voluntary transhipment into French tugs of the maximum

number of passengers. For this purpose, it will be important

(a) To ensure that the French authorities make their

offer of hospitality as attractive as possible.

(b) To ensure that this is fully understood by the

passengers.

(c) To encourage by all suitable means that an early

lead to disembark is given which will be followed by the rest.

5. It should be borne in mind

(a) That the putting ashore of passengers must be a

French operation for which the French authorities are
/ entirely......
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.
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entirely responsible.

(b) That in no circumstances should members of
the British armed forces set foot on French soil.

(c) That every possible precaution must be taken

to prevent a serious Anglo-French incident arising.

(d) That priority should be given to the
landing of stretcher cases; for this purpose arrange-
ments should be made to allow representatives of the

International Red Cross Committee on board the
transports. (This may in itself encourage a general
move to land).

4. The main problems likely to arise are:

(a) Whether, in the event of a considerable
number of passengers refusing to disembark, they
should be forcibly placed in the tugs (or landing-
craft) provided by the French. It will be for you t

decide, basing yourself on the temper of the French
authorities with whom you are in contact, at what

paint to advise the Senior British Officer to use such
force.

(b) What action should be taken if persons
forcibly embarked refuse to land and are returned
to the transports by the French authorities. In

this event, you should advise the British Commander
to take them back on board.

(a) What should be done with passengers who never

leave the transports or are returned to them by the
French authorities. Subject to *Ay further instructions-
received from the Foreign Office you should devisee
the Senior British Officer to held them and await

instructions for departure. This period may mount

to sae 8ds and in the meanwhile he should use every
endeavur to induce them to land.

Foreign Office please repeat Most Immediate to
Jerusalem as my telegram No. 22 and Most Immediate
to omander-in-Chief Mediterranean.

[Cepies sent to Admiralty and to Colonial
Office for repetition to Comnader-in-Chief
Mediterranean and Jerusalem respectively]
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High Ooissioner, Palestine,.
Governor, Cyprue, 1.366. .
0. SonC .Onediter!rafen
P.8. T.0. Medi.terraneOan.

Your tlgrama ioa ,
to Governor, Cypiu.

1382 and 1590, not rpeated

Illegal 'Iigrpatitonb

Question ofeidenoe as to porto at whRioh
shipa mentioned embarked passengers has been conaidered
her, but suffieent Proof for represtations to
forei Govermenta intortunatly canot be estab1ieheda
It would therfort, be extremely diffioult to aply
principle of etouement in their oases, even if adeato
transports were available.

2. In the
imnigrants will

circumstancs it
have to be taken

appears that
to Cyprus

ad .inI
additional

will telegraph separately earng
traports.
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This message will not be distributed outside British Government Departments-
or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even .in cipher, withlylO4 Shrased.

(Messages marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased.)

DTO 281115
Desp.28.FROM: War Office

: C -in-C

3/Jul

Jul.47

TOP SECRET

You will have seen signal from C-in-C MEI) afloat 271 2320.

The following

MARS ILLE S.

signal.has been sent by Foreign O~ffice to 0QX.81J. 1pe1Arl

7
BEGIN

My telegram No- 1712 and Paris telegram No. 754. (of

President Warfiel.d).

I confirm the instructions "-ontained in paragraphs 1.2 and

3 of Paris telegram No 754 as

After .careful

revise instruce tions in para

amended by y.y telegram No. 1712.

c onside.rat ion

4 aris tol

it has

egram No.

been decided

754

to

in order:

,to lefino prociso ly. the gpe:tive

responsibiliti-c s

(b) to allow you

of yourself and

tie xorcise

0.0. Troops,

of. discretion

within clearly stated limits.

You should, theroforc, in place of instructions

4 of Parias telegram No 754 substitutO the f allowing.

Begins. - It seems possible that tho following

problems may arise, calling for a decision on the spot.

(a) If the immigrants refuse

for the tugs, at what stage

to leave the

should

ships

force beemployed2

You should of course give 0.0. 'Troops the benefit

on this point, but the responsibility

a-decision

(b)

lies with him.

If the' immigrants refuse to leave' the tugs

French soil, what ac tion should be

.15.

£i°"

si .

TOP SECRET
CIPHER TELEGRAM

TO

T11r

MELF

ONE

92058 (M04)

July:

26th

(a)

3.

para

4.

in

your advice for

for

taken?

In thisl... ...

t~ ,......

i

't r, " '



5 In this connection yo. should bear inmiid that it is most
important that all Jews should be disembarked. On uencess of
operations depends effective establishment of principle of
REFOULEENT, which should have very great effect in di scouraging
future illegal immigration. Besides any Jews remaining o- board
the ships could only be taken to Cyprus' as there is no other possib
destination .for them, and this, after all that has taken place would
make most unfortunate impression of weakness Which should at all
costs be avoided.

6. Disembarkation from the tugs Will be an exclusively French
responsibility, However their failure t t

from the tugs to the land may threaten

British operation of transferring them
in two possible ways. Either:

The French may rcqeust 1

passengers back. on board tho s

(ii) There may be no empty tu

You should not agree to the Frnch

above; Unless you and 0.0. oopL, n:id

ou transfer the passengers

the success off

from the ships

the

to

us to take these

hips, or,

gs loft.

rccuost onvisag

or thait this is
necessary to promote -the success othe Qo'petione As regards (ii),
above, you should advise o,,. Trood in the light off circumstances
prevailing (and with the obec tivo o7 -n1uring the success of
operation). Situation might for example justify demand to local
French authorities for permission for ships to go alongside or
alternatively, it may be necessary to postpone Proceedings until
French authorities make more tugs available.

7. With ref to para 3 of Paris telegram 755 you have discretion inevent of danger of very grave incident to adise 0.0. Troops

temporarily to hold up disembarkation but -operation should on no
account be abandoned without express' instructions from LONDON.8. In- connec tion with pare. f.4.of Paris telegram No 753 and para2.of
Paris telegram No. 754 eehope French committee will not go on board
at all. 0.. Troops should,. therefore, if he considers this will

/promo te succoas..a

purely

the tugs

ed in (i)

actually

':e
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To encourage.by all. sui table means that .an QnalyJ'o"

to disemba rk is given which. will be followed by ,te

It should be borne in mind::

That the putting

a French opera tion

ashore

for which

of passengers

the Fr'ench

from the tugs must

authori tiea.Q

entirely responsible.

That in no circumstances should members of the British

armed forces set foot on French

That every possible precaution must be taken to prevent

a serious'Angb?-French incident arising..

(d) That- pripority should

cases; for this purpose.

be given

arrangements

to the landing

should

of streioha

be male to

representatives of the International Red Cross Ocmmittee on

board the transport s., (This may in i.tfse encoago a general

move to land).

TEXT ENDSg
y~

Me ssage Control .

IMMEDIATE

Copies to:

CIGS

V1 IGS

DM0 .1.

* I.,."

DDrO(A)

Mr Beley Foreign Office

.Ar Fitzgerald Colo~aial Office

tye.

46 r "

(c)

3.

(a)

be

rest..

(b)

(c)

soil.

allow

4(8)MO 1.
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promote 6s

indicated

of operation, make a statement to,

in my telegram No, 1709

di ssemainated throughout

I presume: that id1essary

t6 parts and in.suro that , his is

as :arly as possible

constant contact be tween

operations.

10.

arrangements arc

yourself and 0.C.Troops

the operation will
I would again emphesi se at

thrughout

be successful -
only if all Jews are disembarked.

These .instructions. have boon agrood by War. Office. and Admiralty*.

Text. of Foreign

to in first

Office telegram ends

Ifnstpuctions referred para of Fogeiri Office
tele gram rcd s follows

I.TEXT BEGINS:
1 1 . : (

You are re sporisi ble

(a); For repre n ting

by the Prefect
committee to be set up

Government on the

of the Bouche s
du Rhone .

For ensuring liaison between the

you should make
authorities concerned;

the earliest possible contact with

Officer in charge of

For advising-the Senior

the Senior British

refugees.

British Officer in the light
of the l]ocal situation.

The object to be achieved is

if posible 1voluntarily

number passengers.

into French tugs

For this purpose,

of the maximum

it Will
important:

be ,.

To ensure that the

offer of hospitality

To

as attractive as poss ible.
ensure that this is fully understood by the

passengers.

To

9!.

t

11.

(b)

(c)

2.

(a)

(b)

Mli" f .- 1;

jil

a

1

.1

passengers .as

anl shps

toing made o :,..maintaini

.. t

His Miaje sty' s

1 . R

French and Brit..:..:

for this purpose

the ;.

::.

to ensure the transhipman.

French au thori t i es.: ak e .tiheid.

9 t.



Draft.

PARIS

(Jypher.

Distribution:

z

O
Ix

U)

z

zw

w
0

z
I
0z

Copies to:-*,

F..,

3 134

o d

.7 o

WS

fr'~ &

I 'S~~

k

d

br ")

L 1 f

m

(u.)

0J

0

Jull.

r

~M7s 1

Ai1*

90

NA,4

(0

0

0

mD

co
N,

Of

07 r
S

.4

Q 
4

"I l
1 S06

prc v v
Des nat

4,-t/.

.4W

w

1

c

J

IMOfAlSAT
V. V.. " a

4r'. q .. r

x

cvw

l'

A

/(r



, < A)

.1

I7i

4

*4

''.l7..

;

1.

I

a

75

''I

.. , '

I,

* i .

'I

it

7S 3
r~

0 9.

.

ztf4v ni'

9

. 0 + 0

I,

(

I.
C

m

0

Z

O

DI

Z

I

p

f' !

F

.,,,"6 -, "

,

v'

,, ,, u . iv}

t.

i

z
z
I-
t-

L

I7TO

,;

,_

., , : , ,

r

i1 l

,

f

i



E...../4'/,

SE RET

cypher/TP Pi' AL No. 2
EROM JOR IGN OFFI~ TO PARIS

. .. . 10.00 pow. 26th July, 1947

26th July, 1947
Repeated to: Narseiles ediate No.98,

Cotander in Chief Mediterranean (Immediate)
Jerusae

uuuU

You"r tele qNos. 755 and 74 [of 28th July:"President azfjeld"].

tel aamo*7 p oposa ragrph 51of yourteerm© 8and s t you w 1.1. secureFrech ent spit e of Paragraphu( of yuteleg(ambo Inph (1h ofwyour

2.tug abt t" n rfto1,s2andsa nofbou"

No.+ 75 aseour0 sEli; yfua i

refer to a t Frenhre eaing aen.entsalready agreed t eIe

(fa) Iirat do b at a pa g ph 4r th

words lun taxy troupe paent , susite'tifpossilevoluntari rnayeet

tioa(b) ragrphs, e the words nsu g t theugs between sengraphmagreo
3. 5 In oonnexion with p ph l4 your tlgaNQ 8iplease see our telegram .*7u . shout+Prefer to await Prenah reply before taking any action.

4. ifo are very d u.r about paragraph 4
ofyour tee1. No?71rpet8 In view of itsar Ofioe aill 1. telegraph agred ins~ins on 27tJuly. oson2t
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secret b

Des d

telegram No.1712 and Paris telegram
No. -754 of 26th July: President Warfield).

I confirm the instructions contained

in paragraphs 1.2 and 3 of Paris telegam

N. 754 as amended by my telegram No. 1712.

2. After careful consideration it has

been decided to revise instructions in

para 4 of Paris telegram No. 754 in order:

an. (a) to define precisely the respective

responsibilities of yourself and

0.0. Troops.

(b) to allow yQu the exereiseof

discretion within clearly stated limits.

3. You should, therefore, in place of

instructions in para 4 of Paris tel.No 754

substitute the following.

4. Begins. It seems possible

that the following problems may arise,

calling for a decision on the spot;

(a) If the immigrants refuse to leave

the ships -for tbe tgs, at what stage

should force be employed? You should

of course give 0.0. Troops the benefit

of youke advice on this point, but

the responsibility for a decision lies

with him.

(b)' (If the immigrants refuse to leave

the tugs for French soil, what action

should be taken?

zy~



5. In this connection you should bear in

mind that it is most important that all

Jews should be disembarked. On success of

operation depends effective establishment

of principle of RE'OULEMENT, sue whic h

should have very great effect in

discouraging future illegal immigration.

Besides any Jews remaining on board the ships

could Only be taken to Cyprus as there is no

other possible destination for them, and this,

after alr that has taken place would make most

unfortunate impression of weakness which

should at all costs be avoided.

6. Disembarkation from the tugs will be an

exclusively French responsibility ales I

aind-rat their failure to transfer the pass-

angers fromhe tugs to the lan threaten

the purely British operation of

transferring them from the ships to the .tugs

two

ways* zither:

(1) The French may request us to take

these passengers back on board the

ships, or,

(ii) There may be no empty tugs left.

You should not agree to the French request

envisaged in (i) above, unless you and 0.0.

troops consider that this is actually necessary

to promote the success of the operation.

As regards (ii) above, you should advise 0.0.

troops in. the light of circumstances

prevailing ( and with the objective of

ensuring t he success of operation).

Situation might for example just demand

to local French authorities for permission for

ships to go alongside or, alternatively, it may

be necessary to postpone proceedings until

* .It -
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Registry
No.

Top Secret.

Secret.

Confidential.

Restricted.

Open.

Draft.

Telegram.

No. ..........

(Date).....................

Repeat to

En Clair.
Code.
Cypher.

Distribution

Ic

F. 0.,

'94 ,

Despatched M.

French authorities make more tugs available.

7. With ref to para 3 of Paris telegram

755 you have discretion in event of danger

of very grave incident to advise 0.0. troops

temporarily to hold up disembarkation

d but operation should on no account

be abandoned without express instructions from

London.

8. In connection with para 4 of Paris

telegram 10753 anid para 2 of Paris telegram

No. 754, we hope French committee will

not go on board at all. 0.0. troops,

should, therefore, if he considers this

wil romote success of operation, make a

statement to passengers as indicated in

my telegram No.1709 to Paris and nsure

that this is. disseminated throughout all

ships as early as. possible.

9. I presume that necessary arrangements

are being made to maintain constant

contact between yourself and 0. C. troops

throughout operation .

These instructions have been agreed

by War Office and Admiralty..
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ADDS TO MARSEILLES TEL NO 97 OF JULY 71VYRPTD PAJIS AND JERUSALEM.ECRET'PAI N EUSLM
TEL.NO 1712 AND PARIS TEL NO 7 54 - UY26TH: RSDNI'DI NRMTH SU NJ Y PRESIDENT WARFIELD).

S AMENDED BY MY TEL 1712. C
AFTER CAREFUL CONSIDERATION' HAS BEES, DECIDED TO REVISE INSTRUCTIONSIN PARA A4 OF PARIS TEL 754 IN 'DER~

(A TODEFINE PRECISELY THE $PECTIVE RESPPN'IBILITIES OF YRSELF AND.C* TROOPS*
(B) TO ALLOW YOU THE EX (ISEF DISCRETX/JN WITHIN CLEARLY STATEDI MITS,

O U 75B T iRr, E HE FLG CE OF I 'S,4 UCTIONS IN PARA 4 OF PARIS TEL
BEGINS. rEEMS' POSSIBLE TIfT THEF..LG PROBLEMS MAY ARISE, CALLING

AR A DF ION ON THE SPOT:
(A I HE. IMMIGRANTS REFUSE TO, LEA THE 'NIPSFOR THE TUGS, AT WHAT

E SHD FORCE BE EMPLOYED? YOU $HD OF COUjSE GIVE 0 C TROOPS
T t BENEFIT OF YR ADVICE ON THIS POINT, BUT/THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR A
DECISION .LIES WITH HIM.
(B) IF THE IMMIGRANTS REFUSE TO IEAVE THE TUGS FOR FRENCH SOIL, WHAT
ACTION SHID BE TAKEN?
5, IN THIS CONNECTION YOU SHD BEAR IN' D THt TI IS MOST IMPORTANT

IRT ALL JEWS SHD BE DISEMBARKED ON S/ SS 0 OPERATION DEPENDS
EFFECTIVE ESTABLISHMENT OF PRINCIP IO REOU MENT, WCH SHD PAVE A
VERY GREAT EFFECT IN DISCOURAGING rfT JRE ILLFGAt. IMMIGRATION.
BESIDES, ANY JEWS REMAINING ON B,A D TE S S CLD ONLY BE TAKEN TO
CYPRUS AS THERE IS NO OTHER POSE BLS DESTI' TION FOR THEM AND THIS
AFTER ALL THT HAS TAKEN PLACE D AKE M ST UNFORTUNATE IMPRESSION OF
WEAKNESS WCH AT ALL COSTS SHD BE A1OIDED
6. DISEMBARKATION FRM THE TUGS WILL BE, .N EXCLUSIVELY FRENCH RESPONSIBIL:
HOWEVER THEIR FAILURE TO TRANSFER THE /ASSENGERS FRM THE TUGS TO THE
LAND MAY THREATEN THE SUCCESS OF THE RELY BRITISH OPERATION OF
TRANSFERRING THEM FRM THE SHIPS TO T1 TUGS IN TWO POSSIBLE WAYS, EITHER
($) THE FRENCH MAY REQUEST US TO TAKJ THESE PASSENGERS, BACK ON BOARD

HE SHIPS, OR,
(2) THERE MAY BE NO EMPTY TUGS LE Y OU SHD NOT AGREE TO THE FRENCH
REQUEST ENVISAGED IN (1) ABOVE LUES YOU AND 0 C TROOPSCONSIDER

THT THIS IS ACTUALLY NECESSARY T PROMOTE THE SUC 'SS OF THE OPERATION.
AS REGARDS (2) ABOVE, YOU SHD ADVISEO C TROOPS IN, THE' LIGHT OF CIRCS
PREVAILING (AND WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF ENSURING THE SUCCESS OF THE

OPERATION).
SITUATION MIGHT FOR EXAMPLE JUSTIFU DEMAND TO.-LOCAL-FRENCH AUTHORITIES
FOR PERMISSION FOR SHIPS TO GO ALONGSIDE OR ALTERNATIVELY IT MAY
BE NECESSARY TO POSTPONE PROCEEDINGS UNTIL .'RENCH AUTHORITIES MAKE MORE
TUGS AVAILABLE,
7. WITH REFERENCE TO PARA 3 OF PARIS T 55 YOU HAVE DISCRETION IN EVEN
OF DANGER OF VERY GRAVE INCIDENT TO A E C RTROOPS TEMPORARILY TO
HOLD UP DISEMBARKATION BUT OPERATIOpfSItD ON NO ACCOUNT BE ABANDONED WIT
EXPRESS INSTRUVCTIONS FRM LONDON.
g. IN CONNECTION WITH PARA 4 OF PARISTEL 753 AND PARA 2 OF PARIS TEL
754. WE HOPE FRENCH CTTEE WILL NOT 0 ON BOARD AT ALL. 0 C TROOPS WHD
THEREFORE IF HE CONSIDERS THIS WIIL PROMOTE SUCCESS OF THE OPERATION,
MAKE A STATEMENT TO PASSENGERS AS INDICATED IN MYTEL 1709 TO PARIS

AND ENSURE THT THIS IS DISSEMINATED THROUGHOUT ALL SHIPS AS EARLY
AS POtS.
9. I PRSUME THT NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS ARE /BEING MADE TO MAINTAIN Co T rT
CONTACT BETWEEN YRSELF AND 0 C TROOPS THRpUGHOUT. OPERATION '
10. I WLD EMPHASIZE ONCE MORE THT OPERATION WILL ONLY BE FULLY SUCCESs'

IfrM A 3l2 Yr. L- - - -



Secret

DEPARTMENTAL
Cypher/OTP

'RO TOTREN OFi'ICE TO ARSEILES.
A J L .L L JJl . j t . I v* y . r .- . . .- . . . ._

No. 97

27th July 1947. D. 9.40 p.m. 27th July

Repeated to:
Paris No. 1721 (Most Immediate).
Commander-in-Chief iMediterranean
Jerusalem
Commander-in--Chief M.E.L.F. (Mo

(Most

st

Immediate)

Immediate)

v V V

SECi .

My telegram No. 1712
26th July: President

and Paris telegram No.
W arfield].

1, 2
teleg

I confirm the
and 3 of Paris
;rare No. 1712.

After careful
revise instructions

754 in order:

instructions
telegram No.

consideration

contained in paragraphs

it has been decided
Lph 4 of Paris telegram

(a) to
sibilities

define precisely th
of yourself and 0.0.

e respective
Troops,

respon-

1'

(b)
clearly

to allow you
stated limits.

the exercise of discretion within

3 . You shot
in paragraph
following.

4d, therefore, in place
4 of Paris telegram No.

of instructions754 substitute the

Begins.

It seems possible
, calling for a de

that the following problems may
cision on the spot:

(a)
the tugs,
should of

If the immigrants refuse
at what stage should for
course give 0.C. Troops

to leave the ships for
ce be employed? You
the benefit of your

NO. 2.

1947.

[of

754

2.
to
No.

4.

arise
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MOST IMMDIAiTE.

7,54 as amended by my

in paragra

/advice



2.

advice on this point, but the responsibility
for a decision lies with him.

(b) If the immigrants refuse to leave
the tugs for French soil, what action should be
taken?

5. In this connexion you should bear in
mind that it is most important that all Jews
should be disembarked. On success of operation
depends effective establishment of principle
of Refoulement, which should have very great
effect in discouraging future illegal immigration.
Besides, any Jews remaining on board the ships
could only be taken to Cyprus as there is no
other possible destination for them, and this,
after all that has taken place, would make most
unfortunate impression of weakness which should
at all costs be avoided.

6. Disembarkation from the tugs will be an
exclusively French responsibility. However,
their failure to transfer the passengers from
the tugs to the land may threaten the success of
the purely British operation of transferring
them from the ships to the tugs in two possible
ways. Either:

(i) The French may reuest us to take these
passengers back on board the ships, or,

(ii) There may be no empty tugs left.
You should not agree to the French request envisaged in
(i) above, unless you and 0.C. Treeps consider that
this is actually necessary to promote the success
of the operation. As regards (ii) above, you
should advise 0.0. Troops in the light of circumstances
prevailing (and with the objective of ensuring
the success of the operation). Situation might
for example justify demand to local French
authorities for permission for ships to go
alongside or, alternatively, it may be necessary
to postpone proceedings until French authorities
make more tugs available.

7. With reference to paragraph 3 of Paris telegram
No. 755 you have discretion in event of danger
of very grave incident to advise 0.C. Troops
temporarily to hold up disembarkation, but operation

/should.......



sheiat e.n n account be bandeaed withet express
instruction fra Loaden.

8. In oewaexlox with paragraph 4 ef Paris
tele am No. 755 and paragraph 2 of Paris telegram
Ni ,we bepo Frnoh oaumittee will aet go *R
beard at all. 0.0. Troops, should, therefore . if
he noasiders this will promote success of operation,
make a statement to passengers as iaAiatedI in

ny telegram Ne. 1709 to Paris ad measure that this
is disseminated throughout all ships as early as
possible.

9. I prosums that necessary arreents are
being made to maintain onstant , naact betwe a

yourself and 0.0. Troops throughout eperatioa

10. I would em hasise nce more that operation
will ealy be fully suaoessful when all Jews have
disembarked.

11. These instructions have been agreed by War

Officesand Admiralty.
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E /48/G

Restricted
En Clair F L E S

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO ARSEILLES

No._99
28th July, 1947. D. 9.55 p.m. 28th July, 1947.

Repeated to Paris No. 1725

F F F F

My telegram 1. 97 lof 27th July.
"President Varfield")

At end of paragraph 6 ofy telegramunder
reference please add the word: "Ends".

'7.
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Cypher/OTP

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Duff Cooper D. 8.00 p.m. 26th July 1947
No. 755 R. 9.10 p.m. 26th July 1947

26th July 1947
Repeated to Marseilles

Jerusalem
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean

Your telegram No. 1709: President Warfield.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs state that instructions
having now been issued to all authorities with the
express approval of Prime Minister it will be very
difficult to obtain formal modification at this late
stage. They have, however, instructed their representative
on the committee immediately on arrival in Marseilles
tomorrow (27th July) to inform Prefect that British
Officer in Charge of Warfield's passengers considers that
they will disembark peacefully-provided that no outside
propaganda reaches them. He is to say that in view of this
new information it is surely better that the persons going
on board on arrival should be confined to usual police
and health officials, together with representatives
of International Red Cross and I.G.C. who will help with
removal of stretcher cases. If he cannot secure this
he is to try to get proposed message suppressed altogether
or at very least modified in accordance with your wishes.

2. We cannot be sure that this will come off but
we shall rely on His Majesty's Consul-General and Mr.
Coulson (who leaves for Marseilles by air 27th July)
to try to carry point in the committee.

5. Your telegram No. 1701. We have throughout reserved
the right to use force in the last resort and have
reiterated it today in the presence of official who will
represent Ministry of Foreign Affairs on Committee. You may
nevertheless still want to consider whether British Officer
in Charge of the operation and His Majesty's Consul-General
in consultation should not be granted latitude to call off
physical operations if there appears to be danger of very
grave incident of a character which we cannot foresee but
which may call for an immediate decision on the spot.

reign Office please pass Immediate to Jerusalem asVy telegram No. 25 and Most Immediate to C-in-C Mediterranean.

[Copies sent to Afmir tyand Colonial Office for
u repetition to -in- iterranean and Jerusalem]
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FRI PARAIS TO ]ARSLILLES

Mr. .If Cooper.
No. 83.
July 27th, 1947. R.12.5. p.. August 9th, 19.7.

Repeated to 1)REIGJ OFFICE N(4 18k aving.

66666

I

A&

S4 A

My telegram No. 755 to Foreign Office.
President Warfield.
Senior military officer will arrive aiseilles firstlight Monday 28th July on Cardigan Bay to meet you,

Qrdigan B4y will bring him back to convoy before itsrrival' at destination.
2. French have agreed to above but are consideringour further proposal that Cardigan Bay enter arseillesduring disembarkation to act as ink between senior navalofficer of escorts and transport in harbour through you,
.Note by Communcatioat aDpartmenti This was a missinga

N

imialm- .290
USECRET.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

E 6713/48/G
Top Secret

DEPARTMENTAL NO" 2
Cypher/OTP

FROM FOREIGN OFSIC: TO PARI

No. 1709

26th July1
Repeated to

947
-Marse

Comma

D. 3.15 p.m. 26th July 1947

ilfes No. 94.(Most Immediate)

nder-in-Chief Moditerranean -(4&kst Immediate)

Jerus alem
Commander-in-Chief M.E2L. F.

c C 0 cc.

MOST IREiiDIATE
TOP SECRET

Your telegrams Nos.
"President Warfield"].

747, 749 and 750 [of 25th July:

While general arrangements decided upon by French
Government seem quite satisfactory, I am very much
concerned about arrangements for committee to go on board
and make statement on the lines indicated in paragraph
(e) of your telegram No. 750.

2. It would be far preferable that committee do not
go on board at all, but if this cannot be.prevented, then
it is of utmost importance that statement should be amended
to omit the objectionable phrases "French Government........,
will not force them to disembark", "will give'efixe to
all who disembark voluntarily . Those who decide to disembark
..... ' and the whole of the last sentence.'

3. It is of course. for. His Ma jesty's Government to
arrange disembarkation and for the French Government to
arrange reception- when they have left the ship and French
Government must..not inter-fere with our part of the operation,
It is intention of His Majesty's Government that everything
possible should be done to ensure voluntary and peaceful -
disembarkation of the passengers (see in this connexion my
telegram No. 1707), but His Majesty's Government must reserve
the right, if the passengers resist, to use such force as is
necessary: In. any event, no encouragement must be given
to the passengers not (repeat not) to disembark.

4.

2 I

.. 
.

4"



-I

4. Please make urgent and pressing
representa.tons to the French Government on thismatter. -You should. in. the first instance urge the
Frencovenmenht t©egree that the committee
should not go aboard the vessels. If, however,
they insist .onthis you should urge that the
proposed statement. i iodiftua inNhe s ense
indicated abovc.

5. -We should be prepared if
statement on following lines:-

"French Government-wish to make known to
the immigrants who werc on board the ";xodus 1947"
that they will give them refuge on. French soil.where they will enjpy. all tho. freedom etc. etc. n- and delete the final sentence beginning "Inconsequence. .,."

ncessary to accept
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28 JUN 1947

DEPiNIT , N0Q.Cypher/T.

F PRIS TO FOREIGN OFFCE.

th. xi Cooper.

2ith Ju~ly 1947. R. 1.17 p.m.

27th July 1947.

27th July 1947,

W:W:WW:

rni~g
Please pass following to Admiralty.

~ ~. T Admiralty (R) D 3HM.S. CardiganBay, C.n C. Mediterranean Malta,

President Warfield.

C. in C. Mediterranean 270152

S. French Authorities at Marseilles and Toulonhave ben advised by Marine [ ##da. tht CardiganBa wil arrive arseilles at rtl.gten
Monday 28th and will leave after Conference.

Meditrrean (Afl .a 11 Will be made tomorrow
Monday.

4. Admiralty pass to all addressees.

A d cate copy set to Dauty Officer

4b 1JUh 1

9A

871120Z.
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215IA14:"
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Cypher/OTP D ARTME L NO2. 73 -

FROM ))A.RSEILLES TO FOREGN OFFIC1

Mr. Ka
Noo.10 - D. 6.45 p.m. July 27th, 1947.
July 27th, 1947. R. 11.55 p.m. July 27th, 1947.

Repeated to Paris

JJJJ

MOST I1iBIE ATE

CONFIDNTIAL

President Warfield.

We have had a preliminary talk with Prefect's
Deputy who is in charge of operations. Representative
of Ministry of Interior was also present. French
seem to have abandoned the idea of the hole Committee
going aboard; visit will be confined to normal
sanitary and police inspections.

2. It is their intention that before permitting
disembarkation of volunteers, police should briefly
check their identity to make sure that no one
disembarks who did not leave on the President Warfield
We can hardly object to this, but have pointed out that
passengers have probably thrown all papers overboard.
To avoid difficulties may we give formal assurance
that there was no possibility of any other passenger
getting int. the three transports? Was transfer from
the President rWarfield effected at sea? This assurance
if it can be given should perhaps also be communicated
to French Government by His Majesty's Embassy Paris.

5 Foreign Office please repeat IMMEIATE to
Jerusalem and Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean.

[Copies sent to Colonial Office for retransmission
to Jerusalem and to Admiralty for repetition to
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean.]

1 17
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E b11 /28/G

Restricted

En Clair
1 --~WlNo 2 =

FRO FORIGN OFFICE
~QJ~AR8L~ThLES

Ri .. 98

28th July 192.7. D. 11.30 a.m. 28th July 19.7.

Repeated to Paris No, 1723 (Mest Immediate)
Jerusalem
Coander'-in-Chief Mediterranean

MOST fI4DIS'E rrrrrr

Your
Warfield].

telegram No. 106 [of 27th July: President

You may certainly give foral
paragraph 2 of your telegram under

assurance!
reference.

mentioned in

use

ti

DEP RTMMAL No. 2

T-o zASELES
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(112/73/477)
His Majesty's Ambassador presents his compliments to

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
and has the honour to transmit herewith cop ie *f the under-
mentioned paper.

BRITISH EMBASSY,

CAIRO.

2atb Jul47a 19.4'.

Reference to previous communication

Your Printed Despatch No. '3 of

77..

11.7.47.

Description of Enclosure.

Name, Date, etc. Subject.

FROM: ia Majesty's
onsul General,

Alexandria.
No. 32/10/2
of 23.7.47.

s.s. AMAL is
Palestinian and
not Panamanian.

(21106) Wt.8578/807 5,000 4/42 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685



Cy pher/OTP

'FROM BRUSSAS TO F0&IGN OEM

Mr. Harrison

26th July, 1947

to;

D* 9*08 a.m. 26th Jugy,

R. 2.20 p.m. 26th July,

Jerusalem

U I uuu

cf. x1

My telegram No.

No change

28'7.

in shipping

[gt. utn*.]

sihtuationl

weekly report.

Foreign Office
telegram No. 12.

please repeat to Jerusaleg

[Ecoies sent
for repetition to

to TelegraPh Section colonial. Office
Jerusalem].
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32/10/2.

From: H.M. Consul General, Alexandria.

To:

Saving

Embassy,

telegram

Cairo.

No. 5, SECRET.

- 23rd July, 1947.

- m m m
am m m m m m m m m m d

Addressed
27, repeated 5.0.(

Cairo,
I). Port

reference
Said.

despatch

No. 10,

and not

Ref erenc
received

e suspect wee
on July 19th.

It is understood that

kly shipping list

s.s. AMAL is Palestinian
as shown on

1030 hours

No.

i.

43

- - ..

8 of list.PagePanamanian
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Cypher/OTP

FROM ST OOMTR OFOFIQ.

Mr. Jerraya
Nto ,

D. 1.27 p. m. 26th July 1947.
R. 6 p.m. 26th July 1947.

26th July 1947.

T'V

For Director of Naval Intelligence from Naval
Attachd.

Subject Jewish iaigrants.

2. S.. Kastelhsla. Swedish American line 458 nett tons.
A valuable ship unlikely to be hazarded or wilfully stranded

as it has not been bought by a Jewish organisation.

3. Sailed frot Stockhel July 20th for France.

4.C arried 90 Jewish youngsters a es 8 to 17 reputed
orphans who came front German concern ration oaps 5.

5. Party under 20 adult leaders, which number seems
relatively large.

6. Stated that party will remain in France some time to

complete education before going en to Palestinu on legal
immigration guota.

7. Organiser here Dr. Michael through M saiska
Firsamlingen.

8. -Miralty please inform Foreig Office.

Sent 261000.

[Copies sent to Director of Naval Intelligence].
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BRITISH CONS

CASABI

CABABL'iiQ C ~. JL ;. "
6t ocod.

16th July 1947.

A~ L 1

Dear Department,

With reference
telegram No. 1474 toCasablanca as No. 19c
ject of the possible"
ni an-owned steamer, IB
Jews to Casablanca, ti
of my enquiries:

to Foreign Office secret
Paris and repeated to
of l1th July, on tie sub-
activities of the Panama-
Valena", in transporting
he following is the result

The Casablanca Police Commissioner infor-med me that the "Valena" - a yacht-type of ship- is managed by the Cie. de Navigation Paquetand makes the run as often as possible betweenCasablanca and Marseilles for the purpose ofeasing the congestion in passenger traffic ;e-tween here and Prance. Its last arrival t rewas 10th July' when it carried about 100 passen-
gers,. mainly civil servants returning from leavein France. It is expected back here towards
20th July with a similar passenger list.

You may be aware that the ProtectorateGovernment envisaged earlier in the year dmpor-ting some 6,ooo badly needed industrial techni-
cians, but the Police Commissioner told me thatthis number has since been reduced to about
1,200 and that they were to be recruited fromamongst displaced persons in Europe. Of thisnumber about 80 came here by the "Valena." alittle over a month ago. They have no nation-
ality - possibly several of them are Jews, andit may be. this fact which gave rise to the
report which was the basis of your telegramabove-mentioned. The Police Commissioner addedthat he was watching very closely any Jewishmovements in or out and would keep me informed
of anything coming to his knowledge in this cones
nexton'.:

In view of the r
information I have not
I trust this will meet.

negative
reported
with you

I am sending copies of this
the British Embassy, Paris, and to
Consul General, Rabat.

nature of this~
by telegram and
r approval.

letter to
the Acting

Yours J evr,

Western Department,
Foreign Office,

London,

* 119-
JL/dl

S.W.l.

1,,-
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24th J'uly, 1947

Dear Cable,

"COLQNY TRADER"

You will be interested to see the =
attached cable received from our Shipping

Attache in Wlashington, to which I referred

at yesterday's meeting of the working Party.

No answer is called for from this
Department, but it is assumed the Embassy a2J

will be reporting to the Foreign' Office in

due course.
C)

Yours sincerely,

J. :. Cable, Esq.,
Foreign Office.



SECRET
WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential

code message and the text must first be paraphrased* If it is essential to

communicate it to persons outside British orAHet Government Services.

(*Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :

"IO.T.P." are excepted from this Rule.)
T IV SHSN T ISCLOS2D TO ANYONE 1 -UTS11JI I H.M.S RVIC2,
I/OTE M 2 S S AG 2 . IN

MA ST

FROM 7ASHINGTON TO' MINISTRY OF TRANSa2ORT

Mr. Salfour.
No. 517 M ST.
21st July, 1947.

D: 4.23 p.m. 21st July, 1947.

21st July, 1947.

- m -M a n w . m nM.. am- mu -a

IM202TANT

Following for Harrison,

Your Masts 719 and 725.

We have
there is
be taken

informed attorney
nothing that :ie
in Gibraltar.

fo
Can

wnor1S
do hore

of "Colony Trader"
(n-id that action can

2. A ttornoy has, howoor,
a letter date d July 9th he
roads as follows:

re que stoed that
has addressed to

we inform you .of
the Embassy. This

"1 aml out ho
detained at Gi
use in coincxi
assure the i
to Genoa to di
tyros, there t
United States,
in car,-o tra do

rise d by the owners of the S/S Colony Trader,
braltar since May 23rd 6n suspicion of future
on with illegal irmnigration into ?a.eostine, to
tish Governmont that the vessel intends to proceed
scharge her cnrgo of scrap (used and worn) rubber
o discharge her crew which was signed on in the
there to repair the vessel and then to use her
between Red Sea orts and French North African por

Further,
Uritish Gove
and address
and will req
will not be
palestino.

if tho
rnmont
of the
uiro a
used in

vessel is sold the *wner will notify the
at whatever office it may designate, the name
prospective purchaser and port of delivery
warranty from the purchaser that the vessel

connexion with any illegal imrniration into

At Genoa the awner intends to si;fn on a 1European crew and to
repatriate the American crew be c1use of the great disparity in
crow wages. As near as the owner has ':en able to learn, the
difficulty at Gibraltar arose through disagroement between the
Master and certain members of the crow. In an apparent attempt
to embarrass the Master one or more members of the crow thereupon
circulated false and malicious statements as to the intended use
of the vessel. Claim has already been made by (sic) the cargo
for $200, 000 damages and the out of pocket e xponses already
incurred by the owners by reason of this detention have been ruin us.

I am advised that the owner
Compania do Navocacion, S.A. ,
the vessel flies the Costa Ric
company, I am also informed, if
of the United States."

a
a
s

of the
~ anama

n fl;.
owned

vessel is the Tranaamericrn
nian Corporation and that

The stock ownership of Ko
in its entirety by a citizenJ

sir C. Hurcomb
2.17.t G.17Iston

.. Gr aharn
Khipping; Relations (4)

UrK.T. Harri son

D. O. S.T.
Mr. G. H. McNeil
Mr.D.2.]ellamy(2)
Mr. F.C.Rennie
Miss A.N.Simon

Mr. J.Higham(Comm: Rel:)
Mir-.H.MellanbyAction
Mrp.F.RogersMr.D.Honour
Mr.E.T.Gill Mr..J.Killin9b
Mr . R . D. Lan1 M. T . R . (6)ixt 26944

NOT
CY12

1.
that
only

to.

i: 11 45 p.m7.



Registry
No. 4

Draft.

LanM% Q fV

It.

/.

1p

A W

&~ /

7 'Tiv.44.i

S.S#

AAJJ1

-a.

x % Aoikl 47

4/--

'.

I

ZW

F-'

F-
0Z

.Q., .

Sl7 HASr

aAl

W

-/1. '

75If

Au.,

A C - aw/

L
ol i

-I

&4, oooo,



OTloGN OFWI3, 8. .1

at As geAt, I9

(i 6788/A*/c)

Dear Chanery,

We have seen a copy at
yoar teega- No.3 17MAST to the

ifltry of Cesport about the
as. Ooony Tinter, .t reaset
detailn at Gibraltar asder

swapioian ot cozpliity in the
Jewish illegal inxuigntion trefis
to Pae tine.

2. 1ip fhoutd be £ratefal for
any furtber information whioh you
hay be able to gve about her

owera,

Ywrs ver,

Thbe Chnoery

tritiab faay,
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E6795

in Clair DEARnTAL

FRGE NV YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE

(From Permanent United Kingdom Representative
to United Nations)

No.. 102 Savin

25th July, 1947 R. 4.55 p.m. 28th July, 1947.

Repeated to High Commissioner Jerusalem o. 1
Savin)

Washington No. 1812(Saving)

88 88 8888

My telegram No. 1558 [of 5th June].

Palestie Immiuratimn.

Secretariat have received further acknowledge"
ments as follows:-

"Have never interflered with internal
probl ,estine maintaining vis4avis this

arduous problem a policy of absolute precision."

uA ,. "No facilities permitted' except
in accedce with Palestine iigratien regulations..

Describes means at disposal of
Govera , o prevent Immigration. 100other comment.

Frnntt.&Reference to direct exchange of
jiews unIaken with British Government. No other

comment.

Reference to various measures already
in fo 1 Groe. Offers to supply further
parti lars if desired.

Hmdaz."My Goerent has taken note of
the s of the letter submitted by the British
Representative and in this reet, I can rifm His

,allency that through the orts of the British
Minister at Honduras, this Government has already
addressed the Consul fra Honduras in New York
various times advise him to Canel the rigts of
ships flying the flu ofWanduras throughout the
sone between Marseiles and Palestine or which might
be engaged in the illegal traffic of Jewish Imigrants.

/New Zealand
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Cypher/OT. 2.

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

r. Duff Cooper. D. b.45 p.m. 28th July 1947,

28th July 1947. R. 7.30 p.m. 28th July 1947.

Repeated to Marseilles.

W :W: W:W: W

ln EDIATE.

SEOPRET,

My telegram No.755.

President Warfield.

Minister for Foreign Affairs was absent fromParis this morning so I called on M. Chauvel and
protested very vigorously against the French proposal
that M. Blumel should be all owed to go aboard theships bringing the refugees. I said that we hadreason to hope that the immigrants would agree to go
ashore if they were not subjected to Zionist propaganda.
It therefore seemed to me that to allow M. Blue 1whowas at the head of all the Zionist organizations in
France to o speak to those people was deliberately toencourage them to refuse to go ashore and that nothing
could be done which was more likely to provoke an
incident of the kind that I was sure that both our
Governments wished to avoid.

2. I went on to complain of the lack of assistance
we had received from the Press Section of the Quai
D'Orsay and the failure of any French newsaper toproduce the true facts of the case. In this respect
"Le Monde" notoriously under the influence of the Quai
DOrsav, had been as bad as any other paper. We onthe other hand in our desire to avoid injuring Anglo-
French relations had refrained from stating the fullfacts and showin how badly the French Government hadbehaved in breaking their word both in regard to the
careful scrutiny of visas and in regard to theenforcement of regu ations affecting the safety of life
at sea. I said that since I had been in France noincident had occurred in which the French Governmenthad shown such a complete absence of goodwill and lackof any spirit of co-operation. I said that I was sorryto have to say this to him because I knew that he andhis Minister had been anxious to help us and had done
what they could.

5.. M. Chauvel romised to see what could be doneand suggested that it might be arranged for M. Blumel
to address all the immigrants after he had landed. I
said that I did not mind who addressed them once they
were ashore.
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* CphrYp/ DEPAR IFMfAL N I

1WLg RARIS T0 FOREIGN omcE

Myflft Cooper D. 10#57 p.m. 28th July. 1969

R. 11.50 p.m. 28th July, 1947
28th July, 1967

Following rewied from Bordeaux te'Legam No. 21
28th July.

[Begins)

Your telegram No. 51.

BOth ships irt question have taken aboard a

aup lv of barbed wire -sh. r a r4o0 o

0 e w Stated. when drunk tatships itne
to carry Jews to Palestine.

2. The local agent states that no (repeat no)

passeniors will embark at Bayonne.

5. Please repeat to Foreig Office.
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Cypher/OTPDEARTAL No.2.

M VIENN A TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

(From British Diplomatic Representative in Austria)

Sir H. Mack D: 4.40 p.m. 28th July, 1947
"No. 684
28th July, 1947 R: 8.55 p.m. 28th July, 1947

Repeated to Rome.

CON'DENTIAL

Rome telegram No. 1582 to you.

Inquiries made on the ground have failed to
substantiate information of Italian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs that parties of Jews are attempting
to cross into Italy from British sone of Austria.
British Austrian frontier control services have no
evidence of movement s of Jews in East Tyrol and
Italian authorities at S. Candido with whom
British Field Security is in constant touch and
whose territory embraces all places mentioned in
your telegram, deny any knowledge of crossings or
attempted crossings from British zone.

2. Military authorities would be interested
to know whence Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
obtained their information as it seems possible
that this may be an attempt to divert attention from
actual crossing points, chief amongst which is
believed to be Krimmel Pass from American Zone.

Foreign Office please repeat to Rome as my
telegram No. 21.

[Repeated to Rome.]

29JUL1,97
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, J, 1947
W .. .- aQpher/OTP

FU P .MA TO -R10 0 FF1B

Mr.Geuwq

th, 1947.

D.
R ,

p July 2th, 1 47
p.m. J11 28th, .

JJJ

Foreign Offioe ple pass to Paris and Bordeaux.

Your telegram No.:5.

Now confirm Panamanian registration of both
ships. Ministry of Fore Agrirs omissionsni
thoeg they had previously denied tht of th.
Northands, b.telhe d to Pai on Jul~y 28th
instrctii the ation o investigte o 6h a
of illegal traffic and report imaedlately wi a
view to cancelling i'egistrtion if charge can be
proved.

I pressed them te instruct Paris to hold up
departure from Bayfine pending examination of
evidence but they Tel unable to do this,.

CRepeated to Paris and Bordeaux.]

I

r--bsg&
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S e r
Cypher/OTP DEPARTMTAL ,No

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PANAMA

No 88
b5d Augusty 1947.

D. 1. 00 a.nm. 6th August,

Repeated to Paris
Bordeaux
Rome
Madrid
Lisbon

No. 1559
20
245

59
59

Saving

Saving
Saving
Saving

2 2 2 2

IMMEDIATE
SEr~

My telegram to
No. 87 1of 50th July:

"Paducah"
"Northlands" is

Panama (not to al
Jewish illegal

sailed from Bayonne
still there.

1 addressees
immigration]

on 4th August.

2 His Majesty's Embassy Paris report that
Panamanian Legation there have received telegram
from their Government asking for proof that these
two ships intend to engage in the illegal immigration
traffic.

5. Please point
that proof can never be
reached Palestine, when
Government would be too
to be effective, must be

out to Panamanian Government
supplied until ship has
intervention of Panamanian
late. Action, if it is
taken on suspicion.

4. Although we still want Panamanian registry
withdrawn from both ships, case of "Northlands" is
now obviously the most urgent and important.

5. Our case against "Northlands" is very
strong. In addition to details given in my tele-
gram No. 85, she has taken barbed wire on board
obviously for defence against boarding. Her 500
life-saving appliances and 80 tons provisions clearly
show her intention to violate provisions of Inter-
national Convention for Safety of Life at Sea by
taking 1j passengers per nett on or twenty times
maximum ratio permitted for troopships.

6. You should emphasize that, even apart
from her other illegal activities, much overloading
could only bring discredit upon Panamanian flag and
of itself constitutes sufficient reason for with-
drawal of registration.

1

1947.

)
0

T R

°' a
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Cypher/OTP DEP:KL1TAL ITo.

.NRVLOL FORI T OFIE ic: TO PNAA

50th July, 1947 D. 2.25 p.m. 50th July,1947

Repeated to Paris No. 1742
Bordeaux No. 19

8 8.8 8 8 8

IrEDITE .'

Your telegram No.
Illegal Imigration].

80 (of 28th July: Jewish

Iis Maj'esty' s Embassy, Paris report that
Panamanian Legation there have telegraphed their
Government recommending withdrawal of Panamanian
registration from "NORIU S and "PALDUCAH".

2. Please make urgent representations in
support of this recommendation and impress upon
Panamanian Government the importance of acting
quickly. "NORTHLANDS" has been arrested by
French authorities as security for fines incurred
by "PRESIDENT WARFIELD", but owners are expected
to pay promptly and thus obtain release.

1
I-, - - -r--- 1UL r - j---

JL ri -- - r N*u

SCl T .'
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DEPARTENTAL No. 1.
Tfel N 45y to Bordeaux to 'orignarri., of' 28th July, 1947,

Paragraph 5, last sentence. Please ead:--

"Th lioeeos forbid.. (epeat forbid) themto earry passengers;.

COMMUNICATION IEPARW~Ml,

st July, 1947,

AEN L

L

Ilk 0,00

~7/
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CypherzP DIM1a-UA 1 NO01..

FX B01DAUX TO FR1!E OFFXg

His jesty's9 Consul N~y ( .1y

LO D. 7.00 p.m. 28th

28th July, 1947. R. 8.25 a.m. 29th

Your telegram No. 14.

Jewish illegal immigration. 947

Work on both ships at Bayonne has been held up aid
will not now be finished before uly 51st; it is
expected that they will sail ima iately afterwards.

2. On July 25th the French authoities put a
seisure of ten million francs on North a$in retaliation
for Illegal departure of President Warfield; it is
thought owners will easily find the necessary money and
that selsure will not retard sailing.

. yPanamanian colleague visited these two ships
on July 25t andheinforms me that they both on
Panama red try and that t1 aye Panama 1 wes;that of orthlands is No. 87issued at New Trkon

1A I 22nd, 1947; that of Paducah is No, 2 issued at
Ami on May 8th, 1947 The liuensa (?gp.omitted]

t em to oarry (gp.emittedpassengers I.

4. Foreign Office please repeat to Paris.

[Repeated to Paris Saving.J
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Cypher/OTP. 3 0 JY TAL

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICIN

Mr. Duff
No, 764.

Cooper.
D. 6.46 p.m. 29th July 1947.,

29th July 1947. R. 8.10 p.m. 29th July 1947.

Repeated to:

00

a.

Jerusalem;
Marseilles and
C. -in-C. Mediterranean.

W:W:W:W:W

MOST IMDIATE.

Medterr
Foreign Office please
anean and to Jerusalem

President

repeat
as my

to C.-in-C.
telegram No.24.

Warfi eld.

The French press are making the most of the
situation that now exists at Port de Bouc -which is as
I ventured to foretell (see my telegram No.745) Most
unedifying. It must now be apparent that to attempt
to land the emigrants by force without French
co-operation and in face of the hostility of the
population is not a practicable operation and I
therefore recommend most strongly that the ships be
withdrawn with the least possible delay.

The fact that the French Government has
behaved very badly does not affect the situation
that hasarisen and it is a fact which will require
time to impress upon the French people. Meanwhile all
the odium is being incurred by His Majesty' s Government.

(Copies sent to War Registry Admiralty for
repetition to C.-in-C. Mediterranean and to Telegraph
Section Colonial Office for repetition to Jerusalem.]
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[This telegram is of particular secret and s ouk e
retained by the authorised recipient a not passed on.]

Cypher/)TP

CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM MARS LLS TO FOREIGN OFFIC

Mr. K
o,100D. 2.43 a. m. July 30th, 1947.

July 29th, 1947. R. 6. 0 am. July 50th, 1947.

Repeated to Paris,

JJJ

MO ST IMMEDI AT'

My telegram No. 107: "President Warfield".

Second and third transports were visited during theafternoon with the same results. Procedure of
Committee was also similar but on second transport they
got rather out of hand and mingled with immigrants, thisled to exchange of uestions and answers and Sub-Prefectasked a few selected immigrants specifically whether theywished to come to France. After some wavering they were
intimidated by others into refusing.

2. On the strength of this and the fact that therehad been mass refusal to land by all three transports
Sub-Prefect and Committee affected to believe that nonewould land voluntarily. Military Commander asked forlanding craft and doctors to stand by one of the transportstomorrow morning but Sub-Prefect flatly refused saying thatin the circumstances he could take no further action without
instructions from Paris.

3. This is sheer obstruction since Officer Commandingtroops is satisfied that with no further outside interferencea certain number of volunteers would land tomorrow. Westrongly protested that mass refusal was merely a sign ofhysteria and intimidation and was no proof whatever that noone would land- but the French authorities were adamant
that they coull not do more without instructions. I hope
therefore that His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris willintervene urgently so that the necessary instructions aresent to the local authorities to continue to provide theagreed facilities for the operation.

4. As stated however, in my telegram under reference,the real point still remains whether the French can beinduced to co-operate in some use of force without which
we fear there will be relatively few disembarkations.

5. Above is not (repeat not) agreed textually withOfficer Commanding troops who is not at present available here.
F.O. please repeat MOST IMMEDIATE to C.-in-C. Mediterranean.
[Copies sent to Admiralty for repetition to C.-in-C.

Mediterranean.]
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IMPORTANT

Jewish illegal

We understand

transports will

for the Jewish

July

have

lodging

arrange

provided

30th.

offered

immigration.

that the British

run out of vi tuals

illegal

The French

to provide
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DEPARTMENTAL NO.

FROM FORE3 IGN OFFICE TO MARSEILLES

No. 100

29th July

Repeated

1947.

to:

D. 8.40

Paris No.

a.mA. 30th July

1487 Saving.

y v Y

immigration.

We understand that
run out of victuals f or
immigrants on July 50th.
have offered to provide
these people ashore. W
victuals to be provided
ade clear to all partie

the British transports wi
the Jewish Illegal

The French authoritieS
food and lodging for
e cannot arrange for furt
on board and this should 1
s.

11

her
be

1947.

Jewish illegal

_J_ ___
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Despahed 'C~ July 47M.

SECRET

Your telegram No.

telegrams Nos.

764 and Marseilles

107 and 109 Lof July 29th;

"President Warfield."

I attach the utmost importance to the

4isembarkation of the passengers from the thee
&. ICo-67- 4(44

vessels de

t is therefore essential

that the French Authorities

co-operation

operation.

2.

should

to make it possible

I shall be glad, therefore,

now make the strongest possible

give sufficien-

to carry out the

if you will

representations

to the French Government and request them to s

ur tnsrutions to the t

co-u ate in emb ar in ,volunteers d non-

vo un eers a i e ou s refer ac to t

end

o

he

undertaking which Mr. Bidaultg .ve me that the

ews would be taken baino r c emphasis
this mederaig

by the attitude

as Marseilles

has, in fact, been nullifie

of the local authorities

telegram No. 109 shows,

o far to sheer obstructions e1r

state, moreover, that, contrary

which the French Government

4e~e craft would be

aunch,

which,

has amounted

Press reports

to the assurance

gave that no &

allowed near the

fitted with

to approach

passengers to refuse

the

ships,

loudspeakers,

convoy

to disembark.

undoubtedly had an unfortunate

and incite

a

was

the

This

influence on the

/5passengers.
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yxxamwasrax

zU'
I

m

0

z
F-
0z

N

E
0

r

(0

I

co

co

,^ .

3 vzuly



You sh

Government

ould make it clear to

that we

in tA L ID J

th rench

.~ +1-% -Beep

Some of the Jewish

board are

into

clearly

a hysterical

the interests

tring t

of

of the

the French Authorities

in exerting

leaders

o work up

mind, and it

on

the passengers

is in

passengers themselves.

should co-operate

a calming-influence and

carry out disembarkation

manner as possible.'

refuse,

that

with us

in helping

in as orderly a

'I~the French Government

it, can .only mean ihdreased. uffbring

these misguided people.,

As. the French Authorities.

tugs for the disembarkation operations,

would seem that the most satisfactory

now would be for the vessels to

Provide

it

arrangement

go alongside,

either in Port ae Bouc .-or elewhre to carr

out disemiabakation, and. for the French local

authorities,

maintenance

operations.

to take adequate steps to ensure the

of order during disembarkation

4.. -

3.

to
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En Clair CABINT plTRIBUTION

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS

No,.,71

30th July, 1947. D: 1.10 p.m. 30th July, 1947.

Repeated to: Marseilles No. 102
C0.I.C.Mediterranean
0.I.C. M.E.L.F.

MOST1 ATE

Your telegram No. 764 and Marseilles telegramsNos. 107 and 109 :.of July 29th; "President Warfield"]

I attach the utmost importance to the disembrkationof the passengers from the three vessels and cannot agreeto the withdrawal of the ships as you suggest. It istherefore essential that the French authorities should givesufficient co-operation to make it possible to carry outthe operation.

2. 1 shall be glad, therefore, if you will now make thestrongest possible representations to the French Govern-ment and request them to send urgent and categoricinstructions to the sub-prefect to co-operate in dis-em.barking volunteers and non-volunteers alike and to ensurethat these instructions are carried out. You should referback to the undertaking which M. Bidault gave me that theJews would be taken back into France (Paris telegram
No. 682); emphasise that this has, in fact, been nullifiedby the attitude of the local authorities which, asMarseilles telegram No. 109 shows, has amounted so farto sheer obstruction and make it emphatically clear thatwe count upon them to honour t heir underts king by admittingnon-volunteers either at Port de Bouc or if now preferableat some other port. Press reports state, moreover, that,contrary to the assurance which the French Government gavethat no smatil craft would be allowed near the ships aHEganah launch, fitted with loudspeakers, was permitted toapproach the convoy and incite the passengers to refuse todisembark. This undoubtedly had in unfortunate influenceon the passengers.

3. You should make it clear to the French Governmentthat we regard this matter as of crucial importance. Someof the Jewish leaders on board are clearly trying to work

/up



up the passing into hysterical stateof mnd
t is in the interests of the passengers themselves that

the Fr',ench Authorities should co-epera te with us itn eertng
a itang influence and, in helping to carry out dis-
embbrktion in as orderly a mner as possible. If the
French Government refuse, it 0aU only mean iscrea s*
suffering for' these misguided people,

4. As the French authorities have failed to provide
tugs for the disembarkation operations, it would seem
tht the most satisfactory arr ngement now would be for
the vessels to go alongside, either in Port de Bow or
elsewhere, to carry out disei.barkation, and for the
French local authorities to take adequate steps to ensure
the maintenance of order during disenibarka tion operations.
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TELEGRAM

This 4Deument ast be paraphrased 11f the omuication of its
ontents to any person outside Govermrent Service Is authnrtaed,
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POg ate T.,gsi (xn r

. 24h
July, 1947$

a 9 15. 5 bra

Top 8ecrete
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SECRET OUT

WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(NOTE* : Messages shown as having been sent ing
" O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.

To: Capt. D. Third Destroyer Flotilla Date: 24.7.47

Info: C-in-C Mediterranean Afloat)
C-in-C Mediterranean Malta).

* .. 7).,ixo.b b. .:_._.

From: Admiralty

IMPORTANT.

British Embassy, Paris, are this evening discussing
detailed arrangements for reception of Jews with Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. It is hoped to give you port of
destination soon after this meeting,

Both the Foreign Office and the French Government
are anxious that all possible steps should be taken to
prevent Jewish organisers ashore from inciting immigrants
to active resistance. It is intended to see that there
arc no loud hailers or broadcasting arrangements near
the point of disembarkation. You should ask O.C. Troops in
the transports to take all possible steps to confiscate
wireless receivers and to prevent passengers from
receiving messages from shore. Foreign Office arc suggesting
to the French that disembarkation should take place by
night. It is appreciated desirability of this depends on
port selected but you and 0.0. Troops may have general
comments.,

241614B

for Head of Military Branch.
(808)

1st Lord.
1st S.L. (3)
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.
Nav. Sec..
Secretary
U.S.S.

O.D. 8
D.C. 2
D.N.I. - 5
D ofP 2
D of P (? (2.)
C.N..I.0 )
M. (8) & for

F.O. Mr. J.E. Cable.
0.0. (Mr. J.D. Higham

Cab. Off. (Cdr. W. Evershe d)
M.I.5. (Mr. T.A. Robertson)

(57)



DISTRIBUTION OF ' THIS MESSAGE IS TO BE LIMITED TO
THOSE OFFICERS WHO ARE CONCERNED'WITH ITS CONTENTS

TOP SECRET
WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.
(*NoTE: Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad:

O.T.P."are excepted from this rule.)

282338A July

Date 29.7.47

Rect d. 0133From D.3.

SECRETEXBY W/T.

Addressed
info

C in C Med (A)
Admciralty C in

/

C Med (M) CARDIGAN BAY

MOST IMMEDIATE,

and Colonel
consultation

SITREP Nu
Gregson h
with me.

nber 2.
ias been

CARDIGAN BAY
transferredI

rejoined at
to 1st ship

1900A
after

2. -
Marseilles
at Port De

Do
as a
Bouc

not now
Slink no

. Your

consider
cessary
261629

CARDIGAN
as Consul
refers

BAYI s presence at
General will be

3a
afternoon

Result of 'meting with French Committe this
as follows:

(A) French insist on Committe visiting each
transport and distributing French Government
p amphl e t.

(B) Also insist on pol;co and medical examination
on board transports.

(C) French estimate four days for whole
operation but I consider this a low niimimum

(D) Anti sabotar ; boat patrols arranged.

4. Colonel
propaganda pamphlets
than the rather half
in th.e French one.

Grogson has prepared and distributed own
which it is hoped will carry more weight
hearted offers of hospitality contained

5. It is
on board preclude
Fronch policy of,

Colonel
that any

myse1If

considered
the use of

yoluntoers

It would
Gregson
on the

that
force
only.

the
at

presence
any rate

appear frpm to-days meetings
will not receive very strong

spot decisions will have to be

Communications between transports
arranged.

of French Official
under present

in Marseilles
local support
made by him.

Colonel Gregson

282338A

1st Lord
1st S L (3)
V C NIT S
A C N S

Naval Secretary
U.S'S.
D.C. (2)

Advance copy D.C.,R.C.

D O.D.(4
D.N.I. 4
D: of P I
D.. ofP

c4..q'9f M
C.R.I.
R.C.
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This message will not be distributed outside British Government Departments
or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased.

(Messages marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased.)

032601.

From:- Military At tache

Recd:-

D. T.O.Paris.

30 July 1.47.

301500 A July.

To:.- The wear Office.

MOST IMI MED LATE.

TOP SECRET.

Personal

MA/HBMA/9/21.

for DMI1 from ML.

PARA ONE.

Jews in dangerous

AM'IA reported

mood mainly

yostorday situation

duo to French

unpleasant

Commit tee, and loud--

speaker propaganda.

PARA TWO. .A/MA has been on board today and reports sttua tion

improved.

PARA THREE.

excellent

advisable

strain

Al though

is groat and

if practicable that

morale and discipline

on military grounds

of troops

I consider

ships put out to sea while new
negotiations are undertaken with French authorities. Naval Attache

agrees

Message

we will try
- -2 - vY~ ] . ~flNl - -m'S'I~~

Control.

to put into offoct.

Distn by El.I1.4. Copies to:-

.I.G.S.
V.0 .I.G. S.
D.M.O.(
D.D.M.O. (A.ij

iL.0.1.4. (8)
.M. I.

L.. I1.3.:.

~oign Offiec (r. eeley)
Colonial Office (Mr. Fitzgerald)
._J diralty (Mir. Dodds).

1I 947~ TOP SECRET
CIPHER TELEGRAM
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FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Duff C
No. 769
50th July,

D. 12.40 p.m.

R. 2.10 p. m.

ooper

1947.

30th July,

30th July,

0000

MOSi BMDpATE

Whole Paris press this morning from Right to
extreme Left criticises British action in bringing
illegal immigrants off the President Warfield back
to France on grounds of inhumanity and cruelty to
people who have known the horrors 'of a Nazi prison

-camp and resents that France should be &ragged into
the picture. Even the Brest catastrophy is over-
shadowed by long and violent outbursts from
Port--de-Bouc.

2. The following
representative of theI

brief
general

extracts are
tone:

"Huanite" refers to the three British ships
as a floating Auschwitz and goes on to ask what
will be the fate reserved for these immigrants by
the London Government for whom sentiments of

humanity seem to lag far behind egotistical
imperialist aims.

"Franc Tireur" says
liberty ships but prison
exist.

there
ships

are no longer true
bateauxx cages) still

"Populaire" after reporting refused of the
immigrants to land refers to the execution in
Palestine of the three Jewish terrorists and regrets
their execution coincides with the arrival of the
ships off France.

"Combat" is the most indignant of all newspapers
and refers to the ships as beingcages for wild
beasts, criticises the accommodation on board and says
that these people who were in Nazi concentration camps
find themselves today behind A 3ied barbed wire.

/"Figaro"

PA T 4A

1947

1947



3.

"Figare" says that the incident has introduce
inte Angle-French relations a tensin unknown since
1945.

8. Ne paper refers to the conditions in whic
these iwdgranss left France and although journalists
have not been allowed en board they write of the
herror of these floating prisons.
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Cypher/OT? ILLU

FRM FOREIGN OFFICE TOM IL

No. 101
July 29th, D. (Via Admiralty) July 296h,199'.

s85ss

EQST DNDWDIA2

Embassy Paris
carrying stories
on the farfield.

reports that French Press is
of a considerable number of deaths

2. Embassy suggest that you
a statement of fets through A. F.?.
provided you see no objections.

should
vie

issue
agree,
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Last Paper.
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(Action (I ex.)
completed.)

Next Paper.

(Minute8.)
1. After this 1mornings Cabinet meeting, the Secretar
ofL "3tate told r. Wright and. myself that the transports
should be told on no account to move without irnstructior
from London in order that there should be no risk of
the cumulative efect of waiting on the passengers
being maintained.. It will be seen that, in the Paris
t telegram within and. the attached copy of a telegram
from the Military Attach6 to the War Office, the
Assistant Military Attach6 expresses the possible
intention of moving the transports some way out of the
port. Where are, of course, arguments in favour of
this course
Tewish pro
ooats. O
i eep them
Secretary
done iNTh gi
preparing
ad.v antage

3e, i. e.
)) agandi
)utside
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(This telegram is of particular seorer and shouWbiL 1947..
retained by the authorised zOipieet and not passed anL

99" iBNT. OISTRIBUTIO

FR_(PARI30FRIN IC

rDu cooper

30th July, 190

D. 12.25 n. 0th July, 1947

R. 1,.59 p i. 50th July, 19WT

u u u u u

MOeT reItoTE

The Prosident Warfield.

Assistat Military Attachbi6telegraphs from
Marseilles iat milit situati ous and

raget. Jews are in' in."s the ,
op on of the officer nd himself,
to Fenoh Coumittee ,1B.amiW6 an loud
speaker paa. tiofore is like
to entail serious fightig R4 there Isdan er of serious
rioting On board if present maertainty continues in
opg nwhos0 beat and general disofort.

84 Assistant Mlit Attaoh6 requests that the
urgency of the military situation be emphasised; although
morale and disoi line of troops are excellent
in aoe of many aifficultiesa
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy
retained by the authorised recipient and

/01
and should be

not passed en].

(a 6870/e/9)

Secret

Cypher/TP CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FIMF0Ri cN 2WCE TO RSIIDIS
,1s.Jlyk9..

No: 106
31st July,

D. 10. 2 p.m.
19b7.

Repeated to Paris No. 1757, Immediate.

11111

MOST OI DATE

S ERET

"President Warfield".

The military Attach6 has reported to War Office
that the Naval Attache and he "will try to move the

transports out to sea while new negotiations 
are

undertaken with French authorities". The transports
should net (repeat not) be moved any material 

distance

frum their present position without reference 
to

London as such a move might diminish the cumulative

effect of waiting in persuading the passengers to

disembark voluntarily.

2. AdmiraltY and War Office
inform Captain D.3.

19.7.31st July,

Pleaseagree.,
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[This telegram is
retained by the

of particular secrecy and.should beauthorised recipient and not passed on]

Cypher/OTP

ooper
D. 2.15
R. 5.50

to Marseilles
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean

p.m. July
p.m. July

30th,
50th,

1947.

1947.

ssss

Foreign Office please pass Most Immediate
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean.

to

1741.

President Warfield.

I am quite sure that it would be useless to askthe French Government to give the necessary instructionsto their officials to assiSt us in using force todisembark passengers. Such a decision would in any
case accessitate a Cabinet meeting! and the socialist
Ministers, including the Prime Minister, feel ver
strongly on the subject. M. Daniel Mayer, Minister of
Labour, recently informed me that M. Moch, Minister ofTransport, had convinced the Cabinet that France had
been in no wa to blame in this matter. The press (my
telegram No. 769) are unanimous in condemning GreatBritain alread , and the reaction throughout France to
the use of violence against those who are represented
as having escaped from German prison camps would be
deplorable.

2. Mr. Ashley Clarke is flying to London this
afternoon in order to discuss the matter. Meanwhile,I am suspengin action on your telegram under reference.
The result could only be that Minister for Foreign
Affairs would genuinely assure me of his desire to co-
operate, but also of his impotence to persuade his
colleagues. Wie are insisting on tugs being made
available to passengers who may be willing to disembark.

[Copies sent to V\ar Registry, Admiralty for
repetition to Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean]
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SECRET IN

WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(4 NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :
"O.T.P." are exce to

E 68981
FromE '689 2  3241/July

Recd: 1632.
Secretex.

addressed! 0. in C. Med. .0
Info: 0. in 0. Med. (Mi, dnmiralty.

Immediate.

Sitrep Number 4. Reading of French conmunique in RUNNDE PIRK
this forenoon produced very vocal refusals and there were no
repetition no volunteers to land. French are visiting remaining
two transports this afternoon, but it is felt result will be
same. Meanwhile every endeavour is being made to produce volunteers
however few.

2. 'Use of force is out of question, until French agree
to accept non volunteers which agreement Mr. Coulson is now trying
to obtain, but this will doubtless be a,lengthy business.

3. Some loudspeaker propaganda from boats has been
encountered which French officials do nothing to stop.

291324.

1st Lord , . Advance copies sent to
1st S.L. (3) O.D.
V.C.N.S' D.C.

A. C.N.S.D.N.I.
Naval Secretary M. at 1730/29.
Secretary
U.S.S.
0.D. (8)
li. (8)
D.C. (2)
D.N.I. (5)
D. ofP.(2
D. ofP.(Q
C.N.I. (2)

.t

±
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This message will not be distributed outside British Government Departments

or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased.
(Messages marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased.)

MO 4/BM/2211

FROM: WAR OFFICE

: D. 3.(through Admiralty).

DTO 301705 B/Jul

Desp. 30 Jul '47

INFO: C-in-C MELF
TOP SECRET

Request following message be passed to O.0. Troops.

your information only. Foreign Secretary has instructed

Paris Embassy to make strongest possible representations to

French Government and to request them to send urgent instructions

local authorities

non-volunteers

to co-operate in

alike and to ensure

disembarking volunteers

thc.t these instructions

and

are

carried

Foreign Secretary has pointed out to the French Governmont

that it is in the interestr .f the p scongers themselves that the

French authorities - should co-- por.tL ( it 1 us in exerting a calming

influence and in helping

a manner

t) er~r rrout disumbarkation in as orderly

as possible.

It has furthermore

as they canq provide

boeon.>mDotod to the French authorities

tUgs.1 fOr the ci seraba rkat ion operations,

it would

the vessels

soem that the most satisJfa.ctory

to go alongside, oither in PORT

darry out disembarkation, and for the French

arrangorment now would be for

DE BOUC or elsewhere,

local authorities

to

to

take adequate steps to ensure the maintenance of order during

disembarkation

Message

operations.

Control

IML'iEDIATE

CIGS
VCIGS
DMO
DDMO(A)
MO 1, 4(8)
DMI
MI 1.3.4.

,Foreign Office (Mr Boeey)
Colonial Office (Mr Fitzgerald).
Admiralty (Mr Dodds)

TO

ONE For

92340 (MO 4)

the

out.

TWO

to

THREE

that,

Copies to:

NO

zAto

Wa
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This messagewil not be distributed outside British Government

I
Departments

or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased.
(Messages marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased.)

MO4/BM/221 1

,DTO 302210
.FROi War Offico

TO

B/Jul

: D.3.

INFO: C-in-C MELF

TOP SECRET

Please pass following to O.C. Troops.

It was decided by Ministers in London today that the JEWS

on the three vessels now at"Port do Bouc will in NO circumstances

repeat NO circumstances be returned either to Pnles tine or Cyprus.

You are authorise.d to let this be known among the JEWS

in whatever manner you consider best with the object of inducing

thom to land in France.

Message Control

IMMEDIATE

Copies to:

CIGS
VCIGS
DMO
DDMO (A)
MO 1, .(8)
DMI
MI1, 3, Li..
VQMG
Foreign Office
Colonial Office
Admiralty (Mr D

(Mr Beeley).
(Mr Fitzgerald).

odds).

/ 13rP SECRET

CIPHER TELEGRAM

ONE

92375 (MoL.)

TWO
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This message will not be distributed outside British Government Departments
or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased.

(Messages marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased.)

' ?( ' 3, 1
Bai $

From : War Office MQ__4/_M2 211

: C -in-C; MELF

TOP SECRET

DTO 311
Desp 31

620
Jul

92424

B/Jul
47
(MO 4)

Personal

You will

and 92357 (MO 4)

for C-izi-C from V.C.I.G.S.

have seen signal

dated 30, Jul

92.340 (Mo 4)

47 to OC. Troops

dated 30 Jul

through D.3.

repeated

We sent these to ensure, that he knew the latest situation

in view of possible signal delays.. Since.decisions will be taken

here and may have to be acted on very quickly suggest

we should send information

to O.C. Troops repeating

atnd any necessary

them to you. Do

instructLons

YOU agree.

Message Control.

IMMEDIATE
Message Control.

.Copies to :- CIGS
VCIGS
DM0
DDMO(A
MO1,
DMI
MI 1, 3
VQMG
Foreign OfficeI
Colonial Office
Admiralty (Mr.]

(Mr.
(Mr.

Do)dds).

Bee icy),
Fi-tzgeracd).

TOP SECRET
CIPHER TELEGRAM F.

I

To

to you.
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405553
M04/B3M/221.1

This message will not be distributed outside British Government Departments
or Headquarters or re-transmitted, even in cipher, without being paraphrased.

(Messages marked O.T.P. need not be paraphrased).
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2 Aug 47

D. T .O :-- 01'155B Aug
:- War Office

S.
itIMME DILTED

RESTRICTED

For VCIGS

o in C/16i2

from C in C.

Your 9242.4(Mo4)

Message

of 34at Jul.

Control,

Distribution by MO 14.
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Foreign 0
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S
Gypher/ OTP

MrK v
Ago. M1.9

D p.m. 0th July 194?
a. p55 p.is, 50th Ju 1947.

50th July 194?.

Repeated to Paris.

'VT
E :69I2

Your telgram No. 101.
c JUL

We see little point in drawing attention again
to what eaponod on "President Waield" which is
now * atter of an irett history aid n atza tg
notice her.. What the public are oon zd wit

is ay alleged -iniei4nts on the three ta orts
returning im.1gants. I ama therefore i
a statement regarding the good relations twMiA

troops and immgranto.

Please repe at to Commander-in-ChiOf
Mediterran.

t0opies sent to Admiralty for repetition to
ComanderinhChief Mediterraneosa.

JUL
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[This telegram is of particular seoreoy ant. should.p
retained by the authorised recipient and nt passe onJ.

Cypher/OTP CA IET.USTINTION.

FROM MARSiILLES T FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Kay
No. 111

D. 5.00 p.m. 50th July 1947.
R. 8.50 p.m. 50th July 1947.

30th July 1947.

Repeated to Paris Saving.

Y v 

IMPORTAyNT.

CONF'IiENTIL. t

Your telegram No. 100;/Jewish Illegal Immigration.

French authorities are at present providing food and
water for all three transports daily and this will
continue at any rate for next three days, but Prefecture
warned me this morning that this cannot continue
indefinitely.

2. It is clear that future situation will depend
entirely on the general attitude of the French
Government to the main problem of disembarkation and
that no amount of pressure will produce further food
from the French authorities unless the French Government
have decided to co-operate on the main issue.
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM&

Cypher/OTP DEPARTVIENTAL NO. 1.

FROM FOR..IGN OFFICE4 TO MvARSEILLES

No. 100

29th July

Repeated

1947.

to:

D. 8.40

Paris No.

a.m. 30th July

1487 Saving.

vyv v

PiPORTaNT.

Jewish illegal immigration.

We understand that the British transports will
run out of victuals for the Jewish illegal
irimigrants on July 30th. The French authorities
have offered to provide food and lodging for
these people ashore. We cannot arrange for further
victuals to be provided on board and this should be
made clear to all parties.

1947.

- - - - - - ___*-----
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

Ref: G124/ /47 05,

SEC RE T
-t P

Dear Department,

Would

G177/-/47

you please refer to our Secret

of 10th July about Pandelis

letter

and Jewish

illegal immigration. We have received a letter

from the Consulate

say that the tanker

General at San Francisco

J.J. CONEY arrived

to

in Portland,

Oregon, on July 10th, and was still in that port

on July 17th. San Francisco promised to report

movements.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,

London, S.W.l.

1I7

22nd Ju.y:.947.
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BRfIISH EMBASSY, (

WASIKQTON 8, Ix

24th July 1947

Ref: 0124/ /47

Dear Department,

Would you please refer to our Secret
letter G124/-/47 of the 22nd July about the tanker
J.J. CONEY (Jewish illegal immigration).

We have just received a further letter
from San Francisco informing us that according to
the San Francisco Shipping Guide this vessel is

still in Portland, Oregon, has been renamed the

ST. MORITZ and is loading for South America and
Italy.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office
LondonS.W.l.
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BRITISH EMBASSY

ATHENS

26th. july 1947

CONFIDENT
E F..6985

Dear Department, A4
please refer to paragraph three o mo ht-i

to you No. 46/260/47 -of the 12th July about Greek
co-operation in the prevention of Jewish illegal
inmigration.

Our Legal Adviser has now studied the draft
of the new legislation, and he has said that he

considers it to be satisfactory with the exception

of one passage for which he has suggested an amendment.

We are therefore putting this amendment to the Greeks,

and we enclose a copy of our Note on the subject. We

also send you a copy of the draft law and a copy of

the law of 1939 to which it refers.

Yours ever,

Chancery.

Eastern Department,
The Foreign Office,
s. w. 1.

11i

46/285/47
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P R 0 J E T D E L 0 I

Ynodf~at e co14ltant le Decret-'Loi No. 1746 au : 25 Mag i939

sun"l1 nterdiction du transport en Palestine des personnes

non munie s de °p as seport s rdguliers .

L'article I du DeeretLoi No. 1746 eat modified comme suit:

I1 eat interdit de transporter d'un port hellnique ou stranger a

destination de la Palestine, par des navires, petits bateaux ou

embarcations quelconques battaft pavilion 
hellnique, des personnel

non munies de passeports reguliers, dOment vises.

Ii est egalement interdit d' embarquer les personnes en question

dans les eaux territoriales hellniques destination de la Palestine.

Les contrevenants seront passibles de la peine d' emprisonnement

allant de 6 mois a. $ ans et d'amende jusqu concurrence de 30 millions

de drachmes, ou d l'une de ces deux peines seulement.

Les navires, petits bateaux et embarcations quelconques ayant servi

au transport des personnes ci-haut mentionnies seront confisquds. Cette

mesonres'tappliquera meme au cas o aucune participation . l infraction

ne pourra etre imputde a leurs ayant-droit.

Toutefois seront exempts de toute measure de confiscation les

navires, petits bateaux ou embarcations quelconques irrigulierement

acquis par la personneooupable du transport illicite. Dans ce cas le

navire, petit bateau ou embarcation fera retour a son propri6taire 1)Agitime,

le delinquent pouvant etre 
condamne a une amende dont le montant sera

-udede touted autre measure

Agal a la valeur du navire restitud, sans prejudiced

prevue par la presente loi



C 0 P Y

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE VOLUME I

25th May 1939 No.206

COMPULSORY LAW NO. 1746/1939

Re:- Prohibition of transport to Palestine of persons not supplied with
valid passports.

GEORGE II
KING OF TE HELLRNES

On the proposal of Our Council of Ministers, We have decided and ordain.

Article I

Transport of persons, not supplied with valid visaed passports, by

Greek vessels, small craft of any floating means, from a Greek or foreign
port to Palestine, is prohibited.

persons violating this prohibition shall be liable to imprisonment for

a term up to two years or to a pecuniary punishment not exceeding five

hundred thousand drachmae, or to both these penalties.

Article 2

The same punishments shall be imposed on Greek shipowners, shipagents,

charterers, shipmasters or any other seamen, if they have intentionally

performed the transport of such persons by vessel, small craft or any

other floating means under a foreign flag, as well as if they have

intentionally participated in such a transport, the alien principal not being
liable to punishment notwithstanding.

Article 3

If the transgressor is a Greek shipmaster or any other seaman, he shall be
also liable to disciplinary prosecution under the Penal and Disciplinary Code

of the Mercantile Marine.

Article 4

1. The Port Authorities, on instructions from the Under-Secretary for

Mercantile Marine, may prohibit any communication with the land and may order
the vessel, small craft or floating means conveying persons whose transport

is prohibited under the provisions of this law, to leave the territorial
water.

2. Non-compliance with the orders of port authorities referred to in this

Article, shall imply a punishment as provided for under Articles 1 and 3.

This Law shall come into force with effect from the date of its
publication in the Government Gazette.

Drama, 20th May 1939.

GEORGE II

The Cabinet.

Seen and authenticated by the Great Seal of the State.

Athens, 24th May 1939.

The Minister of justice, Aghis Tambacopoulos.

I5 p
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fg3 BRIfTISH FBASSY

(46/284/47) ATHES

niasBritannic Majesty'a abassy present their oanliments
to the Royal Hellenic Ministry for Foreign Af±fera and, with
reference to the Note NO. 314%. which the istry were good

enough to address to them on the 2nd ,uly, have the honour to

state that they have studied with interest the draft law which

has nor been tabled with the Qhaber of Dputies and which has

as its object to modify and Coplete Deeree Law 1o. 1746 of the

25th May 1939.

His Majesty's Emassy fear that the last paragraph of the

new draft law leaves a loophole by which a ahipowner who, for
exple, sells his ship "irregularly" (that is, without register"
ing the sale with the authorities) my escape the penalty of
confiscation of his ship. His Majesty' satassy therefore
venture to suggest to the Royal Ministry that it would be advan

tageous to amend the passage in question to read:

"Toutefots seront em 'ts de toute mesure de
confiscation lea ravires, petits bateau on
embarcations queloonques irrdguliareat
acqiis par la personno coupable du transport
illicite, at ii et stabli quo tell.
acquisition a 6t effeotue sans le cousentiment
du propri taire legitime. Dana Ce oan... etc."

,ile expressir their very real appreciation of the
readiness with which the Royal Hellero governmentt have been good
enough to respan to this uet on the part of His Majesty's

erra, the ny venture to express the hope that the
ayl MidtW 1tl use thIw dod oftioes with a view to securing

the asae tf this iegislatw as soon as possible.

sla MaJ*tj', mbaany avail themselves of this opportunity
to rnw to the 2oyal Heflleic Ministry for Foreiga Affaira the

assurance of their htghest oonsideratton.

26th July 1947
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Minutes.

Mr. Cable of Easte n Dept. telephoned this
morning 'to say that in a de ate in the.Houee of
Commons in;April 1939 the Colonial Secretary stated
that a ship containing 1,220 illegal immigrants had
been returned from the Palestine coast to Constanza
and mentioned other cases of' the same sort which had
also occurred, thus showing that the _system of
refoulsment, which _it is now attempting to' establish,
was already in force.

24

Full references of any correspondence with
reignn Powers ,on this matter is urgently required by

Eastern Dept.

21st July, 1947.
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[This telegram is of particular secr y an h .d be
retained by the authorised recipient and not -passed on].

Cypher/OTP. CABINET DISTRIBUTION.

FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Kay.
o, 112.

31st July 1947.

D. 4.6 p.m.

R. 6.15 p.m.

51st July 1947,

51st July 1947.

Repeated to Paris.

W:W:W:W:W

MOST IMDfIATE.

SECRET.

Jewish illegal immigrat ion.

My immediately preceding telegram.

French authorities have refused to provide
food for immigrant s after p.m. August 1st. May we
supply on repayment from (gp. undec. ? Middle East]
Stores.

Foreign Office please
in-Chief Mediterranean.

repeat

(Copies sent to Admiralty for
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean. ]

to Commander-

repetition

130

to

<\ ;::

Maio
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I. + ~ d
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OABINET

Telegram No.
to Foreign Ofis.

For
stores",
Ministry

112 of 1st July fra Marseilles

"epaym t from (gp.andeo.?Middle
please rad "repMnt frcm
of rasport stores".

COMMUNICATIONS

5th August,

East]

DEPARTMENT

1947.
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[This telegram
retained by the

is of particular secrecy and should be
authorised' recipient and not passed on]..

Cy her/OG?

FRO iv i 1RSFIILL: ] S TO FOREIGN

r. Kay
No. 111

30th July 1947.

Repeated to Paris

D. 5.00
R. 8.30

Saving.

V v-v

I ORT NT.

CON :I.TENTIjAL.

Your telegram No. 100; Jewish Illegal Immigration.

French authorities are at present providing food and
water for all three transports daily and this will

continue at any rate for next three days, but ?refectur
warned lme this morning that this cannot continue
indefinitely.

2. It is clear that titure situation will depend

entirely on the general attitude of the French

Government to the main problem of disembarkation and

that no amount of pressure will produce further food

from the French authorities unless the French Government

have decided to co-operate on the main issue.

p.il.
p.m.

50th
30th

July
July

1947.
1947.

CABIN .ISTAIBUITION.o

0 FI , c .
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[This telegram
retained by the

AUG19

is of particular secrecy and should be
authorized recipient and not passed on]

Cyphe r/0TP.

ROM pAR TO ELLE

Mr. Duff C
NTuy89.51st July,

cooper.

1947.

D. 7.17 p.m. 51st July,

R. 8.25 p. m. 31st July,

1947.

1947.

Repe ated to Foreign Office Njo..776

am a as s a

Pr resident Warfie ld.

On our intervention M. Ramadier yesterday
evening had instructions sent to Marse es that
barges sent alongside transports in attempt to
lure Jews off, and that these and all other
facilities provided initially by French authorities
be maintained.

2. Please repeat via Admiralty to Cardigan Bay.

[Copies sent to War Registry Admiralty
repetition to Cardigan Bay].

fy

for

!.\Jfi 1°1L

7.

CABES DI TIBU T

MOSTIEDAT.
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